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have been described as " completely in the spirit
of the dilatory strategy of the i8th century"; the
Swedish Crown Prince, to the north, showed not
the slightest inclination to take the initiative;
Napoleon, too, was inactive, awaiting an oppor-
tunity to strike his opponents singly.

Blucher now showed his right to the designation
of "Forward!'1 which was later universally to be
applied to him. " Since the others will not do so,"
Gneisenau wrote on September 26th, "we shall
open the play and shall assume the chief r61e."
Napoleon's forces still lay stretched along the
Elbe from Konigstein to Torgau, and the "play"
consisted in making all three armies of the allies
form an iron ring around him by which he must
finally be strangled. The conception, doubtless,
was Gneisenau's; which need not in the least
detract from Blucher's credit. It was Gneisenau's
special duty to draw up plans. Blucher assumed
the responsibility and undertook the carrying out
of the project. He himself was to join Bernadotte
and fight his way across the Elbe further to the
north and west, thus rounding Napoleon's army.
Schwarzenberg's army, simultaneously was to
advance from the south-east.

That the plan, that any energetic plan whatever,
should meet with opposition was a foregone con-
clusion; and one is not surprised to find Blucher
writing that he is having "the devil's own time,"
with the "committee of safety." Just whom he
meant to designate by the "committee of safety"